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feeling for realities, ^nd who have acquired their know-
ledge, not from experience, but from books, must no
longer have the sole power and chief influence in the
Legislature."

He then made a move, as though the interview were
at an end. I rose, and he gave me his hand, and then
asked: " How are things in general going with you ?
You look rather poorly! "

I replied : " Much obliged to your Serene Highness,
but thank G-od I have nothing to complain of. There
is only one thing I want, viz., that you should make
more use of my willingness to serve you. The article
on Gortschakoff, for example, did its work in the press
fairly well." " I know that," he said, " but I have so
much to do just now. Even as it is I want five or six
more hours in the day to get through my work," " And
how is your Serene Highnesses health ?" " Not good.
It was better, but the overwork and worry! I must
shortly get out of harness again."

I then went across to Bucher to get materials for the
article which the Chief desired me to write. On this
occasion, Bucher told me that " the stout fellow " (von
Billow, the Secretary of State) proposed to the Prince
that "Press-Halm" should be taken into the Foreign
Office as First Councillor. Bucher added: "Billow,
who is a Mecklenburger, has no thorough knowledge
of Prussian affairs, and so Hahn would assist him. The
Chief also wished it, but Hahn had been gossiping, and
so it got into the newspapers. This was reported to the
Chief, who then said : ' A man who cannot keep his own
counsel cannot be employed by me here/ and so the
appointment was not made. Bulow, however, declares
that it has only been postponed."

On my calling upon Bucher again in the afternoon,